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Clay introduced his plan in the Senate, and sup-
ported it in an eloquent speech. On the 13th the
President submitted the Constitution of Califor-
nia, and Mr. Foote moved to refer it, together with
all matters relating to slavery, to a select commit-
tee. It now became noised about that Mr. "Web-
ster intended to address the Senate on the pending
measures, and on the 7th of March he delivered
the memorable speech which has always been
known by its date.

It may be premised that in a literary and
rhetorical point of view the speech of the 7th
of Majch was a fine one. The greater part of
it is taken up with argument and statement, and
is very quiet in tone. But the famous passage
beginning " peaceable secession," which came
straight from the heart, and the peroration also,
have the glowing eloquence which shone with so
much splendor all through the reply to Hayne,
The speech can be readily analyzed. With ex-
treme calmness of language Mr. Webster dis?
cussed the whole history of slavery in ancient
and modern times, and under the Constitution
of the United States. His attitude is so judicial
and historical, that if it is clear he disapproved
of the system, it is not equally evident that he
condemned it. He reviewed the history of the
annexation of Texas, defended his own consis-
tency, belittled the Wilmot Proviso, admitted sub-
stantially the boundary claims of Texas* and de>